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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Oromocto Pioneer Gardens Cemetery Company Inc.
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
24 April 2018
24 April 2018

In Attendance – Board Members
Andrews, Ian
Maurice (Moe) Dubé
Trainor, Donna
Richard Burchill
Gallinger, Paul
Tidd, Fay
Walker, Ken
Wilcox, Lloyd
Wright, Doug
Wright, Rachel
Mawhinney, Sheridan

- President
- Treasurer
- Secretary
- Director
- Director
- Director
- Director
- Director
- Director
- Director
- Deputy Mayor, Ex-Officio Member, Town of Oromocto

Absent – Board Members
Dexter, Terry
Trainor, Gerry
Affandi, Rudy
Basha, Paul
Lesmana, Maryani

- Vice-President
- Director
- Ad Hoc Member
- Ad Hoc Member
- Ad Hoc Member

TOPIC
1.
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Call to Order. The President called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ACTION BY

TOPIC
2.
President’s Comments & Introduction of Board. The President
welcomed all to the meeting and invited all to feel free to ask questions.
Copies of various documents including his comments and the minutes from
the 2017 AGM were made available. The minutes were also posted on our
website. Rather than read his entire address, which is included as
Attachment A, the President noted some of the more important issues. He
noted that it has only been a year since we lost our Treasurer, Wayne
McHarg. Wayne had been part of our Board since its inception and he even
attended our AGM last year, despite being very ill. We all miss him. He
thanked The Mayor, Town of Oromocto, Steven Basque, the Town
Engineer, as well as Councillor Sheridan Mawhinney, the Town’s
representative on our Board. The President then introduced each member
of the Board of Directors, including those who were newly elected, and
expressed his personal thanks to all.

ACTION BY

Information

3.
Introductory Comments. Deputy Mayor Mawhinney stated that he
was very pleased to attend as the Town’s liaison on the OPGCCI Board. He
stated that he had been a member of Town Council since 2012. When first
elected, he was asked which committee he would like to join and he asked
to be part of OPGCCI’s Board. Although participation would normally be
cycled out every two years, that has not happened in his case.

Information

4.
Approval of Agenda. As no changes or further agenda items were
presented, it was moved by Paul Gallinger, and seconded by Moe Dubé,
Treasurer, that the agenda be accepted as presented.
CARRIED

Information

5.
Approval & Acceptance of Previous Minutes. Copies of last year’s
minutes were available. They had been posted on the website and earlier
sent to Board Members for review. As there were no questions, errors or
omissions raised, it was moved by Doug Wright, Director, and seconded by
Richard Burchill, Director:
“that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 25 April
2017 be accepted and approved as presented.
CARRIED
6.
Presentation of Financial Information. The Treasurer, Moe Dubé,
reminded all that copies of the year-end financial statements were
available. He the spoke on some of the highlights and read the Auditor’s
cover letter to the statements. We are in a very healthy financial position.
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Information

TOPIC

ACTION BY

The President added that we have reached the stage where we are now
self-sufficient and will no longer need to apply for a grant from the Town.
As there were no further questions raised, it was moved by Moe Dubé,
Treasurer, and seconded by Rachel Wright, Director:
“that the financial information for the year ending
31 December 2017 be approved as presented”

CARRIED

Information

7.
Appointment of Auditor for 2018 Accounts. The Treasurer reported
that Walter Logue, C.A., has been our auditor for the past eleven years and
he will be filing our 2017 Income Tax return prior to June 30, 2018. He has
again accorded us a special price for his services as we are a Non-profit
company. He has again given his consent to be appointed for the year
2018. Accordingly, it was moved by Moe Dubé, Treasurer, and seconded by
Richard Burchill, Director:
“that we appoint Walter Logue, C.A., as the
auditor of our 2018 accounts”.

Information
CARRIED

8.
Memorial Service. Paul Gallinger, Director, provided background on
the memorial service planned for this summer. The finish date for our
planned retaining wall is projected to be 15 June, but this will be weatherdependent. When it is finished, a date will be chosen for the memorial
service. Paul will then be approaching various people to confirm their
participation and would like to get some more support from the Base,
possibly the RCMP and firefighters. This will be the third service to be held.
It is a common practice in other areas of the country but no-one else in our
area has ever done it. All were asked to come forward with any ideas that
might help to attract a larger crowd. The event will be publicized and
logistical details will be discussed at one of our regular board meetings.
The President thanked Paul for taking on this project and hopefully it will
become a tradition.
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Information

TOPIC
9.

ACTION BY

General Discussion.

Base under Columbarium Units. Paul Gallinger requested an
update. Doug Wright replied that he and Gerry Trainor met with Steven
Basque from the Town’s Work Dept, who agreed that work is definitely
needed. The bases will be jack-hammered out and new pads installed.
There will be no cost to us. They also discussed installing a French drain in
the area, which will involve a cost to us.

Information

10.
Adjournment. As there were no further discussion points or new
business, it was moved by Sheridan Mawhinney, that the meeting be
adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
Minutes Prepared By: Donna Trainor
Approved:

____________________________________________________________________________
Ian Andrews
President
Oromocto Pioneer Gardens Cemetery Committee
Attachments:
A. President’s Address
B. Independent Auditor’s Report
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
We wish to thank everyone for coming to this Annual General Meeting of the Oromocto
Pioneer Gardens Cemetery and for your continued support. After suffering through a
particularly difficult winter we hope that fine weather during the spring, summer and fall will
allow us to forget the snow, freezing rain and cold that seemed to linger much longer than
normal.
Many changes can take place over a year. This time last year our dedicated treasurer,
Wayne McHarg, delivered his final financial report at this AGM, and it was only a few weeks ago
that the life of Cliff Sanford, a long-time member of our Board, was celebrated at his funeral
service. We appreciate the contributions that both Wayne and Cliff gave to our cemetery and
to the community at large.
I am pleased to say that after a decade after our official opening in 2008 we have
reached a point of self-sufficiency where we do not have to rely on grants to operate. Without
the financial assistance of the town of Oromocto, this would not have been possible. We thank
Mayors Fay Tidd and Bob Powell and their councillors for their faith in our organization and our
vision. We also thank the employees of the Engineering and Town Works Department, under
the leadership of Stephen Basque, for all they have done to enhance the appearance of our
cemetery.
But the volunteers who serve on our Board are the ones who have provided, and
continue to provide, the day-to-day leadership that saw Oromocto Pioneer Gardens evolve
from a concept and an idea to a facility that all of us can view with pride. Guided by Gerry
Trainor and Doug Wright, the appearance of our cemetery continues to impress, while the
various aspects of our business operations are capably handled by our secretary Donna Trainor
and new treasurer Moe Dubé. Our busy sales team of Lloyd Wilcox and Doug Wright were ably
assisted by Richard Burchill who spent many hours over the winter months meeting the needs
of prospective clients.
During the past year we made great strides with our beautification program in all
portions of the cemetery:
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•

Additional curbing was added from near the maintenance shed toward the rear
of the site while shrubs were planted within Section A.

•

New trees were planted toward the back of section B while new memorial
benches were placed facing the plots and columbaria.

•

In the Field of Honour the curbing was replaced and straightened resulting in the
addition of several new plots to this area.

•

New shrubbery was added behind the columbaria, along with the construction of
three new monument beams which will substantially increase the number of
available plots in the Field of Honour.

•

Decaying trees were removed from the quiet area and replaced with new trees
and improvements to the landscaping.

Our major project for this year is the construction of an Allan Wall between the
entrance gate and the quiet area that should positively impact on the cemetery’s appearance.
We held our second annual Memorial Service in June under the leadership of Paul
Gallinger with Canon Walter Williams and Padre Keith Gale officiating. The Memorial Service
will again be held in June this year although the date will be set depending on the completion of
construction of the new Allan Wall. We encourage all to attend at a time when the appearance
of the cemetery should be at its best.
We encourage everyone to offer suggestions on ways to improve our community
Cemetery. Thank you for your continued interest in Oromocto Pioneer Gardens Cemetery.
Ian Andrews, President
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